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BIG NEWS and CRAZY BUT TRUE
“I presume this is 
a joke, human?”

Research group Mintel said last week that 34% of dog 
owners think their pet should regularly eat plant-based 
meals, and that “many pet owners are keen for their cats 
and dogs to adopt alternative diet trends”. 

However, the British Veterinary Association (BVA) told us 
that pet owners should be very careful.

“When feeding our pets, a nutritionally balanced 
diet is essential,” says BVA President Daniella Dos 
Santos. “Although we would not recommend it, it is 

theoretically possible to feed a dog a vegetarian diet, but 
owners would need to take expert advice to avoid dietary 
deficiencies, as it is much easier to get the balance of 
nutrients wrong than right.

“Cats should not be fed a vegetarian or vegan diet as they 
require animal-sourced ingredients to provide essential 
nutrients such as taurine and preformed vitamin A, which 
are minimal or even absent in plant ingredients.”

A GROWING number of owners want to feed pets vegetarian 
food, but there are warnings it could be bad for their health.
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PLANTS FOR PETS?

A ZOO in Norfolk is looking for people to 
donate perfume, because their big cats 
can’t get enough of the stuff!

Banham Zoo says that spraying the strong scents 
in the enclosures of their lions, tigers and leopards 
keeps the animals mentally and physically active.

Animal manager Mike Woolham said: “Our big 
cats definitely react positively when scents are used as part 
of their enrichment programme.

“For some reason, Calvin Klein perfume is a huge hit with 
all big cats, but in all honesty any perfumes work well and 
we do like to offer them a variety of different smells.”

BIG CATS LOVE PURRFUME!
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The ginger tom called 
Pumpkin loves to visit 
his local store in Norwich 
and has racked up almost 
3,500 Facebook followers.

He spends most of his 
time by the doors of the 
store, but recent photo 

evidence shows he has 
made himself comfy at 
the checkouts too.

Tesco says that “a food 
store isn’t the best place 
for a cat”, but admitted 
that Pumpkin would likely 
continue to visit.

A CAT who was ‘banned’ from his local Tesco 
keeps returning to the store in defiance. 
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UNEXPECTED KITTY 
IN THE BAGGING AREA!
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Although some secti ons of the media 
have been making us believe the worst 
about the new coronavirus, COVID-19, 
health offi  cials in the UK say that the 
“risk to individuals remains low”.

There were some scary-sounding 
headlines on Monday about how the 
number of UK cases had doubled, but 
that only meant it had gone from four 
to eight, which is sti ll prett y small.

As we went to press, the coronavirus 

had killed 1,016 people in China. Only 
two deaths, in the Philippines and Hong 
Kong, had occurred anywhere else. In 
Britain, 1,114 people have been tested, 
but only eight had the virus, and four of 
those caught it from the same person. 

Most people only have mild symptoms, 
and most of the people who died 
were either old or had a serious health 
conditi on, such as cancer or lung disease. 

“The overall patt ern has not changed,” 
said World Health Organizati on (WHO) 
boss Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. 

“99% of reported cases are in China, and 
most cases are mild.”

Obviously for any families who have 
lost someone, the deaths are a tragedy, 
but the media has been doing a very 
good job of scaring people unnecessarily. 
The fl u kills up to 650,000 people every 
year around the world, and we hardly 
talk about that. We told you last week 
that 456 pedestrians were killed on UK 
roads in 2018, but did you also know 
that in 2014, 732 people in the UK died 
from falling down stairs? Whether you 

picked up this issue of First News by 
walking downstairs, walking to school or 
walking to the shops to buy it, all of those 
things are stati sti cally speaking more 
dangerous, but you’re sti ll here, right? 

So enjoy the rest of your day and don’t 
worry too much about some of the 
headlines.

There’s been a lot of fake news about 
this outbreak, so for reliable info see the 
WHO or Government’s websites:

 ti nyurl.com/whocv2019
 www.gov.uk/health-and-social-care

by Ian Eddy

KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON

WE know many people are worrying about the coronavirus, so we just want 
to point out again that it’s not as scary as some people want you to believe.

Main pic: a tourist in Kathmandu didn’t let his face 
mask get in the way of a good selfi e. Above and far 
left : the Chinese city of Wuhan is the centre of the 
outbreak and has been virtually shut down, so streets 
are deserted and trains are all stuck in the depot
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KEEP CALM AND CARRY ONKEEP CALM AND CARRY ONKEEP CALM AND CARRY ONKEEP CALM AND CARRY ON
CORONAVIRUS

COMPETITIONS
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nutritionally balanced – Food containing 
all the vitamins and minerals needed by 
an animal
theoretically – According to theory (an 
idea), rather than actual experience
deficiencies – Situations where there is 
not enough of something that is needed

nutrients – Any substance that animals or 
plants must have in order to live
enrichment programme – Activities that 
allow zoo animals to behave as they 
would in the wild, in order to make them 
happier. For example, foraging or hunting 
for food rather than being given food on 
a plate

Facebook – A website that 
allows people and groups to 
connect with friends and share messages 
and pictures (social media) 
vegan – A person who does not eat meat 
or any products farmed from animals, for 
example milk, eggs, butter and cheese

Look at the article ‘Big cats love purrfume!’

1. What is the zoo trying to stimulate by spraying scents in the animals' enclosures? Tick two options.

 
 physical activity      

 
 the senses     

 
 social behaviour     

 
 food 

    
2. What has the zoo discovered during this ‘enrichment activity’?

3. Look at the headline of this article. How has the journalist added a pun very simply?

Look at the article ‘Plants for pets?’

4a. Which aspect of life would 34% of people like to change for their pets?

 
 physical activity     

 
 the senses     

 
 social behaviour     

 
 food 

4b. Explain the change they would like to make.

5. Why do you think they want to make this change? You aren’t told the answer; give your own opinion.

6. Is this a safe change to make, or not? Explain your answer.

Look at the article ‘Unexpected kitty in the bagging area!’

7. Find and copy one word that shows the cat is refusing to obey someone.

Consider all the articles.

8. Where do the photos of Pumpkin and the zoo’s big cats come from? You will have to look closely and find  
the photo credits.

9. Which of these reports is the most serious news stories and which is the most ‘light-hearted’?  
Explain your choices.
Most serious:
Most light-hearted: 

10. Some people might say that the story about Pumpkin the cat isn’t ‘real’ news and shouldn’t be in a newspaper. 
What do you think? Was it right for the editor to include this story in First News this week?
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Look at the article ‘Big cats love purrfume!’

1. What is the zoo trying to stimulate by spraying scents in the animals' enclosures? Tick two options.

 
 physical activity      

 
 the senses     

 
 social behaviour     

 
 food 

2. What has the zoo discovered during this ‘enrichment activity’?

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

3. Look at the headline of this article. How has the journalist added a pun very simply?

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Look at the article ‘Plants for pets’.

4a. Which aspect of life would 34% of people like to change for their pets?

 
 physical activity     

 
 the senses     

 
 social behaviour     

 
 food 

4b. Explain the change they would like to make.

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

5. Why do you think they want to make this change? You aren’t told the answer; give your own opinion.

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................
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6. Is this a safe change to make, or not? Explain your answer.

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Look at the article ‘Unexpected kitty in the bagging area!’

7. Find and copy one word that shows the cat is refusing to obey someone.

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Consider all the articles.

8. Where do the photos of Pumpkin and the zoo’s big cats come from? You will have to look closely and find  
the photo credits.

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

9. Which of these reports is the most serious news stories and which is the most ‘light-hearted’?  
Explain your choices.
Most serious:

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Most light-hearted: 

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

10. Some people might say that the story about Pumpkin the cat isn’t ‘real’ news and shouldn’t be in a newspaper. 
What do you think? Was it right for the editor to include this story in First News this week?

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................
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TEACHER ANSWERS

AIM OF THE NEWS COMPREHENSIONS: News reports are unique non-fiction texts. Being real, they naturally 
engage students, and with the range of topics that are covered, help to develop pupils’ knowledge and 
understanding of the wider world outside the classroom. The reports are ideal for short, focused comprehension 
or discussion activities. Along with the opportunity to find fascinating facts and appreciate the opinions of those 
involved, there is plenty to be inferred and deduced to understand in more depth what is being reported. Like 
authors, journalists play with language, so news ‘stories’ are rich nuggets of text to investigate and provide the 
opportunity for literacy programmes.

TEACHER ANSWER GUIDE: The teacher answers are intended to provide a quick reference guide. Suggestions  
are given for the 'Expected response' or starting point that pupils could give. The 'Development' then gives more 
in-depth ideas that students can work towards as they develop their reading comprehension skills.
For a list of the reading skills used, please email schools@firstnews.co.uk.

Look at the article ‘Big cats love purrfume!’

1. What is the zoo trying to stimulate by spraying scents in the animals' enclosures? Tick two options.
• physical activity     • the senses     • social behaviour     • food 
READING SKILL – Infer information and justify with evidence
(NC 2c & 8)
Expected response

• Physical activity and the senses  

2. What has the zoo discovered during this ‘enrichment activity’?

READING SKILL – Find and explain information
(NC 2a)
Expected response

• The big cats at the zoo seem to love perfume and react positively to it.
• They seem to particularly like Calvin Klein perfume.  

3. Look at the headline of this article. How has the journalist added a pun very simply?

READING SKILL – Recognising effect of language choices 
(NC 2f & 3) 
Expected response

• The writer has merged the words 'purr' and 'perfume’ to make you think of the noise cats make when they are happy.  

Look at the article ‘Plants for pets?’

4a. Which aspect of life would 34% of people like to change for their pets?

• physical activity     • the senses     • social behaviour     • food 
READING SKILL – Find and explain information
(NC 2a)
Expected response

• food  

4b. Explain the change they would like to make.
READING SKILL – Find and explain information
(NC 2a)
Expected response

• They want to feed their pets vegetarian food.  

5. Why do you think they want to make this change? You aren’t told the answer; give your own opinion.
READING SKILL – Infer information based on own knowledge (non-text based inference)
(NC 6,7 & 8)
Expected response

• Perhaps they are vegetarians and they want their pets to be vegetarians too.
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• They might think that being vegetarian or vegan is healthy, and they want their pets to be healthy too.
• They might not agree with eating meat, so they don’t want to give their pets meat either.  

6. Is this a safe change to make, or not? Explain your answer.
READING SKILL – Summarise information from more than one paragraph
(NC 2e)
Expected response

• It could be OK for dogs, but it’s not safe for cats.  
Development
• It’s important to feed your pets the nutrients that they need, so it’s not a good idea to give pets that are carnivores plant-
based food.
• It might be possible to feed a dog a vegetarian diet, but it’s not safe to give cats a vegetarian or vegan diet as they have 
to eat animal foods in order to get the nutrients they need.  

Look at the article ‘Unexpected kitty in the bagging area!’

7. Find and copy one word that shows the cat is refusing to obey someone.
READING SKILL – Understand vocabulary in context 
(NC 2a)
Expected response

• defiance

Consider all the articles.

8. Where do the photos of Pumpkin and the zoo’s big cats come from? You will have to look closely and find the photo 
credits.
READING SKILL – Understand vocabulary in context 
(NC 2a)
Expected response

• Facebook and Twitter  

9. Which of these reports is the most serious news stories and which is the most ‘light-hearted’? Explain your choices.
READING SKILL – Infer information and justify with evidence
(NC 2c & 8)
Expected response

• Most serious: Plants for pets?
• Most light-hearted: Unexpected kitty in the bagging area!
Development

• Most serious: Plants for pets, because this is giving important to advice to pet owners about how to feed their pet 
correctly. 
• Most light-hearted: Unexpected kitty in the bagging area – because this is really just about a funny cat picture; the news 
isn’t important. 
• The article about big cats liking perfume is also light-hearted, but the zoo keepers are trying to give the animals a 
stimulating environment to keep them happy and healthy, which is important. 

10. Some people might say that the story about Pumpkin the cat isn’t ‘real’ news and shouldn’t be in a newspaper. 
What do you think? Was it right for the editor to include this story in First News this week?
READING SKILL – Develop opinions and provide justifications for viewpoints
(NC 6, 7 & 8 )
Expected response

• Yes, I think it’s a funny story and it made me smile.
• No, it’s not an important story.  
Development

• Yes, it’s important for a children’s newspaper to provide a balance of news stories. If the paper only contained very 
serious news stories it would be depressing and it wouldn’t be fun to read.
• It’s about a real event that happened in Norwich, so who’s to say this isn’t ‘real’ news!
• No, it’s quite a silly story and it’s taking up space in the newspaper that could be filled with a more important story from 
around the country or around the world.  


