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WORLD NEWS

 Renewable record
Renewable energy made up 
61.2% of Germany’s electricity 
generation in February, smashing 
the previous record of 54%. 
Germany’s Fraunhofer Institute 
for Solar Energy Systems said 
that wind energy provided 
nearly half of the country’s 
electricity during the month. 
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A NEW, previously unknown Antarctic island has 
been uncovered after glaciers melted due to high 
temperatures. The island has been named Sif 
after the Norse goddess and wife of Thor.
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 BAD WEEK FOR…
HIKERS
A GERMAN man hiking in Austria managed to start a 
wildfire when he tried to cover up his poo! The man tried 
to leave no trace by burning his waste, but ended up 
starting a fire that took firefighters six hours to put out.
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IT’S good news for Siamese crocodiles, which were once 
thought to be extinct, after ten babies were spotted in the 
wild in Cambodia.

The critically-endangered crocs have disappeared from 99% 
of their habitat, but a group of scientists with Fauna & Flora 
International spotted the group of hatchlings at a protected part of 
the Steung Knoung River. It’s only the second time in a decade that 
baby Siamese crocodiles have been found in the wild in the country.

Experts thought the species was extinct in the wild until 2000, 
when it was rediscovered by a team of scientists in southwest 
Cambodia’s Cardamom Mountains.
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SNAP HAPPY

 Freediving record
A Russian freediver has broken 
the world record for swimming 
under ice. Equipped with nothing but a thick wetsuit 
and monofin (one big flipper), Alexey Molchanov 
managed to swim 181 metres under a thick sheet of ice, 
breaking the previous world record of 175 metres. It took him 
two minutes and 40 seconds to complete the dive. Molchanov 
dedicated the record to his late mother, also a record-breaking 
freediver, who disappeared during a freedive in 2015.

RUSSIA

G
ett

y

REVELLERS dressed in traditional costume for 
Portugal’s annual carnival that celebrates the 
end of winter and the start of spring. Known as 
Caretos, the young men wear brass or wooden 
masks and dress up in costumes made of dyed 
wool, with cowbells in their belts.

MACEDO DE 
CAVALEIROS,
PORTUGAL
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WORLD NEWS

GLOSSARY

extinct – Doesn’t exist any more
freediver – A person who swims underwater without the 
use of breathing equipment

  Look at all the articles.
1. Fill in the gaps

Location Headline News story summary

Cambodia Snap happy

Renewable record

Freediving record A man breaks the world record for swimming under ice.

Bad week for... hikers

Antarctica

Caretos dress up in traditional costumes for an annual festival that celebrates the 
end of winter and the start of spring.

2. Find the missing numbers to complete the sentences.
____% of Germany’s electricity generation in February came from renewable energy. 
Firefighters spent    ___ hours putting out fire that was started by a hiker trying to burn his poo. 
Alexey Molchanov swam ____ metres under ice. It took him ____ minutes and ____ seconds to complete the dive. 
____ baby Siamese crocodiles were spotted in the wild in Cambodia. The critically-endangered crocs have disappeared 
from ____ % of their habitat.

  Look at the news from Russia.
3. Alexey won a world record for his swim. What impresses you most about his achievement?

  Look at the news from Portugal.
4a. Describe the Caretos costumes.
4b. What does the word ‘revellers’ mean in this sentence? 
“Revellers dressed in traditional costume for Portugal’s annual carnival.”

  Look at the news from Antarctica. 
5a. Explain how the new, previously unknown Antarctic island was found.
5b. Why is Thor mentioned in this news article?

  Look at the article ‘Bad week for… hikers’. 
6a. The hiker meant well – what was his good intention?
6b. How do you think the German hiker is feeling and why?

  Look at the article ‘Germany – Renewable record’. 
7. A record-breaking 61.2% of Germany’s electricity generation came from renewable energy in February. What type of 
renewable energy provided most of this?

  Look at the article ‘Snap happy’. 
8. Why do you think the journalist has chosen the headline ‘Snap happy’ for an article about crocodiles?

  Consider all the articles 
9. Many of the articles are about the environment. Match the article to the environmental issue.

10. Which of these stories are you most likely to tell a friend about? Why do you want to share it?

hatchlings – Newly hatched animals 
monofin – A big, single flipper 
revellers – People enjoying themselves loudly

Snap happy

Bad news for hikers

Renewable energy record

New island in Antarctica

Renewable energy

Disposing of waste/litter

Climate change

Endangered animals
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  Look at all the articles.
1. Fill in the gaps

Location Headline News story summary
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2. Find the missing numbers to complete the sentences.
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  Look at the news from Russia.
3. Alexey won a world record for his swim. What impresses you most about his achievement?

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

  Look at the news from Portugal.
4a. Describe the Caretos costumes.

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

4b. What does the word ‘revellers’ mean in this sentence? 
“Revellers dressed in traditional costume for Portugal’s annual carnival.”

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

  Look at the news from Antarctica.  
5a. Explain how the new, previously unknown Antarctic island was found.

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................
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5b. Why is Thor mentioned in this news article?

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

  Look at the article ‘Bad week for… hikers’. 
6a. The hiker meant well – what was his good intention?

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

6b. How do you think the German hiker is feeling and why?

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

 Look at the article ‘Germany – Renewable record’.  
7. A record-breaking 61.2% of Germany’s electricity generation came from renewable energy in February. What type of 
renewable energy provided most of this?

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................
  Look at the article ‘Snap happy’. 

8. Why do you think the journalist has chosen the headline ‘Snap happy’ for an article about crocodiles?

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

  Consider all the articles 
9. Many of the articles are about the environment. Match the article to the environmental issue.

10. Which of these stories are you most likely to tell a friend about? Why do you want to share it?

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Snap happy

Bad news for hikers

Renewable energy record

New island in Antarctica

Renewable energy

Disposing of waste/litter

Climate change

Endangered animals
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TEACHER ANSWERS

AIM OF THE NEWS COMPREHENSIONS: News reports are unique non-fiction texts. Being real, they naturally 
engage students, and with the range of topics that are covered, help to develop pupils’ knowledge and 
understanding of the wider world outside the classroom. The reports are ideal for short, focused comprehension 
or discussion activities. Along with the opportunity to find fascinating facts and appreciate the opinions of those 
involved, there is plenty to be inferred and deduced to understand in more depth what is being reported. Like 
authors, journalists play with language, so news ‘stories’ are rich nuggets of text to investigate and provide the 
opportunity for literacy programmes.

TEACHER ANSWER GUIDE: The teacher answers are intended to provide a quick reference guide. Suggestions  
are given for the 'Expected response' or starting point that pupils could give. The 'Development' then gives more 
in-depth ideas that students can work towards as they develop their reading comprehension skills.
For a list of the reading skills used, please email schools@firstnews.co.uk.

  Look at all the articles.

1. Fill in the gaps.
READING SKILL – Summarise information 
(NC2a)
Expected response

Location Headline News story summary

Cambodia Snap happy Baby crocodiles spotted when previously thought extinct.

Germany Renewable record A record amount of Germany’s electricity generated from renewable energy          
in February.

Russia Freediving record A man breaks the world record for swimming under ice.

Austria Bad week for... hikers A man causes a fire when he tries to burn his poo.

Antarctica A new island has been discovered after glaciers melted due to high temperatures.

Portugal Caretos dress up in traditional costumes for an annual festival that celebrates the 
end of winter and the start of spring.

2. Find the missing numbers to complete the sentences.
READING SKILL – Find and explain information
(NC 2a)
Expected response
61.2% of Germany’s electricity generation in February came from renewable energy. 
Firefighters spent    six hours putting out fire that was started by a hiker trying to burn his poo. 
Alexey Molchanov swam 181 metres under ice. It took him two minutes and 40 seconds to complete the dive. 
Ten baby Siamese crocodiles were spotted in the wild in Cambodia. The critically-endangered crocs have disappeared from 
99% of their habitat.

  Look at the news from Russia.

3. Alexey won a world record for his swim. What impresses you most about his achievement?  
READING SKILL – Develop opinions and provide justification for viewpoints 
(NC X)
Expected response
Pupils will have opinions based on the following: 
• He swam for 181 metres in the very cold water under ice.
• He swam 181 metres without oxygen.
• He broke a world record.
• The 181-metre swim only took two minutes and 40 seconds.
• Alexey dedicated the record to his mum, who disappeared during a freedive.



Look Closer FirstNews     Issue 716    6 – 12 March 2020

  Look at the news from Portugal.

4a. Describe the Caretos costumes. 
READING SKILL – Find and explain information (NC2a)
Expected response
• Bright and colourful. Stripy, rainbow colours.
Development
• The costumes are made from brightly coloured wool, with cowbells in the belts. There is also a mask made from wood or 
brass. 

4b. What does the word ‘revellers’ mean in this sentence? 
“Revellers dressed in traditional costume for Portugal’s annual carnival.”
READING SKILL – Understand vocabulary in context
(NC2a)
Expected response
A reveller is someone having lots of fun and being very noisy.
Development
The journalist uses the word revellers to refer to the Caretos, which shows they are having lively, noisy fun.

  Look at the news from Antarctica.

5a. Explain how the new, previously unknown Antarctic island was found.
READING SKILL – • Find and explain information 
       (NC2a)
    • Infer information based on own knowledge (non-text based inference) 
       (NC 6, 7 and 8)
Expected response
• The ice melted.
Development
• Previously, the island had been covered by ice. As the ice melted, the land underneath was revealed. Climate change is 
believed by many to be the cause of the ice caps melting and therefore why the island was discovered.

5b. Why is Thor mentioned in this news article? 
READING SKILL – Infer information and justify with evidence
(NC 2c & 8)
Expected response
• The island has been named after his wife.
Development
• The island has been called Sif. She was the Norse goddess and wife of Thor.

  Look at the story 'Bad week for... hikers'.

6a. The hiker meant well – what was his good intention? 
READING SKILL – Find and explain information
(NC2a)
Expected response
• He was trying to get rid of the poo.
Development
• The man was trying to burn the poo as a method of disposing of it. He may have been doing this so that no-one stepped 
in poo. 

6b. How do you think the German hiker is feeling and why?
READING SKILL – Infer information and justify with evidence
(NC 2c & 8)
Expected response
• Embarrassed because he pooed outside and caused a big fire.
Development
• He will also be feeling guilty about causing the fire and the firefighters having to put it out.
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  Look at the article ‘Germany – Renewable record’. 

7. A record-breaking 61.2% of Germany’s electricity generation came from renewable energy in February. What type of 
renewable energy provided most of this?
READING SKILL – Find and explain information 
(NC2a)
Expected response
• Wind power

  Look at the article ‘Snap happy’. 

8. Why do you think the journalist has chosen the headline ‘Snap happy’ for an article about crocodiles?
READING SKILL– Recognising effect of language choices 
(NC 2f & 3)
Expected response
• Because crocodiles snap their mouths and this is a good news story that the crocodiles have been spotted.
Development
• I think the journalist has chosen the headline ‘Snap happy’ because crocodiles are known for snapping their jaws shut. 
It is a positive story. We are happy that the young of an endangered animal have been seen. The informal phrase “snap 
happy” means to take lots of photos and it is likely the scientists who spotted the crocodiles took photos to record the 
finding.

  Consider all the articles. 

9. Many of the articles are about the environment. Match the article to the environmental issue. 
READING SKILL – Infer information based on own knowledge (non-text based inference) 
(NC 6, 7 and 8)
Expected response

10. Which of these stories are you most likely to tell a friend about? Why do you want to share it?
READING SKILL – Develop opinions and provide justification for viewpoints 
(NC X)
Pupils will have personal responses to this question.

Snap happy

Bad news for hikers

Renewable energy record

New island in Antarctica

Renewable energy

Disposing of waste/litter

Climate change

Endangered animals


