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In 1948, Britain was just starting to recover from World War II. Thousands of 
buildings had been bombed, loads of houses were destroyed and it all needed 
to be rebuilt.

• In the Caribbean, lots of young men and women had served in the British 
armed forces because at the time, many Caribbean countries were still under 
British rule and not yet independent.

• After the war, some of these people answered an advert to come to Britain 
where there were lots of different jobs to do.

• Other people just wanted to see Britain, which they had heard so much about.



How did they get to Britain?

• They got on a ship - the Empire Windrush - which left the Caribbean to 
travel thousands of miles across the Atlantic.

• This was the first time so many Caribbean people had come to live 
in Britain. Many more arrived in the following years.

• It was 22 June 1948 when the Empire Windrush arrived at Tilbury Docks in 
Essex.
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Empire Windrush arriving in 
Tilbury Docks, 1948

Tilbury Docks, 2020



What happened when they arrived ?

• When the passengers landed, they didn't always get the friendly welcome they had 
hoped for.

• Many of them experienced racism and discrimination and often found it hard to get 
proper home to live in and to make friends with British people.

• It wasn't always easy for the new arrivals to get jobs. Some companies said they didn't 
want black people to work for them.

• Later many of their children were bullied at school because of the colour of their skins.

• Some of them suffered racial attacks and in later years there were riots in cities across 
Britain.
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Your Task:

• Using the information given, and your own research, find out as much as 
you can about the life of a Windrush Generation member who came 
to London from the Caribbean.

• Make a presentation – this could be in the form of a PowerPoint, poster, 
diary entries or letters to family members back home
• In the presentation include what life was like in the Caribbean 

before coming to England, the journey on the Empire Windrush, and 
what life was like once in London

• Try to put yourself in to their shoes (Ubuntu!) – what would it have felt like 
at each stage, did they have to leave people behind etc.? What would it 
have been like feeling like you don't belong?


