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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
As you are no doubt aware, restrictions around COVID-19 in England are being lifted today, 
Thursday 24th February. In this letter I will outline how this affects provision at Coldfall Primary 
School and the new guidance around infections, testing and control measures.  
 
I do recognise that there will be a range of opinions about the government strategy and how 
we at Coldfall adapt to it. Whilst I am sure that there are many people who welcome the end 
to restrictions I know that there are others, who may have vulnerable family members or be 
vulnerable themselves, who have significant concerns about the end of segregation, testing 
and isolation. Some may feel that we should return to normal more quickly, others may feel 
more cautious. As it always has been, our intention is to put what is best for the children of 
Coldfall at the very heart of any of our decisions, based on advice from Public Health experts 
whilst complying with the government guidance.  
  
SCHOOL PROVISION 
It is our intention to progressively move back to a full provision, hopefully at the start of the 
Summer term. 

 A full range of After School Activity Clubs will be made available at the start of the 

Summer term.  

 Monday assemblies will expand to enable three year groups to attend on alternate 

Mondays from Monday 28th February. At the beginning of the Summer Term it is our 

intention, dependent on circumstances, to return to whole school assemblies on 

Mondays. 

 We will continue to welcome parents and carers to attend Friday class assemblies and, 

at the end of the assembly, from Friday 25th February, they can join members of the 

Senior Leadership Team for an informal coffee. The other classes in the year group will 

also attend. We hope that the whole school will be able to attend class assemblies 

from the Summer Term. 

 We will hold the Spring Term Parents’ Evening on zoom. 
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The following guidance on infections, testing, control measures and vaccinations is taken 
from Public Health Haringey. 
 
INFECTIONS 

 From the 24th February the legal requirement to self-isolate following a positive test 

for COVID-19 has been removed. However, adults and children who test positive will 

continue to be advised to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for at 

least 5 full days and then continue to follow the guidance until they have received 2 

negative test results on consecutive days. It remains the case that children who display 

symptoms of COVID-19 should not attend school until they are better. 

 If a child experiences a fever, a cough or a loss of sense of smell or taste then they 

should self-isolate and book a PCR test. Children who exhibit symptoms will be sent 

home. 

 If a child experiences wider symptoms of COVID-19 (sore throat, headache, runny 

nose, headache, excessive sneezing) then they should take a lateral flow test before 

returning to school. 

TESTING 

 From Monday 21st February, the Government has removed the guidance for staff and 

students in most education and childcare settings to undertake twice-weekly 

asymptomatic testing. 

 Close contacts in schools are now identified by NHS Test and Trace and Coldfall will no 

longer undertake contact tracing. You will no longer receive information from the 

school about positive cases your child may have come into contact with. Any 

information around contact tracing will come from NHS Test and Trace. 

Communication from the school about infections will only be sent if the class reaches 

an outbreak threshold of 5 cases or more. This would then involve the stepping up of 

measures, such as testing, reducing contacts etc. for the class affected. 

 The school will no longer have a supply of COVID-19 tests available for any pupils or 

families. However, you should continue to inform us of positive COVID-19 test 

results using the form linked on the front page of our website. 

 

CONTROL MEASURES 
Following government guidance, we will continue to maintain the following system of 
controls to restrict infection: 
1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone. 
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes. 
3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated. 
4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of 
COVID-19. 
 
It is no longer a requirement for staff or children to wear masks indoors.  
 
 



As there remains uncertainty about the ongoing situation the school may, in the event of new 
variants or spiralling infection rates, need to reinstate some measures to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19. As before, any steps taken would be in consultation with Public Health Haringey 
and be lifted when appropriate. Given the detrimental impact that restrictions on education 
can have on children and young people, any measures in school would only ever be 
considered as a last resort, kept to the minimum number of classes/groups possible, and for 
the shortest amount of time possible.  
 
VACCINATIONS FOR 5 TO 11 YEAR OLDS 
On Wednesday 16th February, the government made a non-urgent offer of COVID-19 vaccines 
to all children aged 5 to 11 in England. The NHS will prepare to extend this offer to all children 
during April so parents and carers can, if they want, take up the offer to increase protection 
against potential future waves of COVID-19. This vaccination programme will mainly be 
available from local pharmacies and vaccination centres.  
 
Thank you for your continued support during the pandemic. It has been challenging for us all. 
I hope that circumstances will continue to improve, enabling everyone in the Coldfall 
community to benefit.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
Mr Marshall  
Head Teacher 


